
¦Most Prosperous Year in History of American Sport Comes to Close This Week
Y&tnàzing Revival
Of Interest Shown

In All Athletics
Craze for Indulgence in Sport and Desire to See Con¬

tests Will Conlinue to (»row in 1920; Baseball,
Racing. Boxing. Football, Tennis, Golf Thrive

By W. O. McGeehan
The year 1910 showed an amazing revival of interest in all sports.

Tt.ro ¡s every mdeation that this* interest will increase during the year
¦Mi-) v. ¡veil has a crowded calendar of international sports, including
le Olymp c games.

In England they attribute the increased interest in sports to the
-'esire of war-wearied peoples to forget in play the world tragedy of
toar years, rhis s¡ irit is especially encouraged in Great Britain, and the
«-¿ajgen« in sports is held up as a panacea for labor unrest and all the
¡«.to which the human race lias fallen heir through the World War.

The revival in baseball astonished the magnai^ who were exceedingly
skeptical as to their prospects early in the ye_.. They cut down the
frying schedules and took other measures to retrench. Instead of apathy
tbev f >tmd intense enthusiasm and they enjoyed one of the most pros¬
perous years that baseball ever saw.

The winning of the world's series by the Cincinnati Reds was a sur¬
prise and a shock to the dope. There have been some vague insinuation?
ngde against the honesty of this series, but there is nothing to indicate
.bat baseball has finally been reahed by the gamblers. The Cincinnati
baseball team was a better team than the White Sox at the time the world'.*
¦feries was played and the better team won.

In professional boxing the most startling event of the year was th<
sensational victory of Jack Dempsey over Jess Wil'ard at Toledo. Thi:
bout drew something in the neighborhood of $400,000, the biggest hous<
from the money point of view that was ever drawn. The second mos'
¡nterestir.e event in fistiana was the defeat of Joe Beckett by Georges Car
Dentier, *hy French soldier boxer.

This means that Carpentier will meet Jack Dempsey for the world';
championship somewhere and some time in 1020. Indications are tha

Iiomething like a million dollars will be taken in at the gate when thesi
two meet.

Inclceures Limit Attendance
Football crowds in 1919 were limited only by the .size of the inclosure

«here the games were played. It is quite certain that had there bee:
fields big ei ugh to hold those who wanted to see them the Army-Nav;
same and the Yale-Harvard game would have drawn something in th
neighborhood of a quarter of a million people. As it was football, lik
baseball, ke all records in the matter of attendance.

The imbers of the devotees to all amateur sports wore almos
doubled last year, according to attendance figures and to the estimates c
the dealers in sporting goods. The ranks of the golfers and the tenni
players b n augmented to an amazing extent. So many new at
venturers took to the woods this fali that sporting guns were cleaned oi
early in th« season.

The amateur sportsmen figured to a far greater extent in the la1
»rar than did the professional sportsmen. That is why the reviva' i
amate;r sp irts is more marked. The amateur golfers, tennis players an
football players in the army and navy far outnumbered the professiona¡abas bal : igilism and other "pro" sports.

Part of this zest for the indulgence is due to the effect of the arm
{raining on the citizens who were forced to become soldiers in a harr;they Live learned the benefit of athletic training and most of them no
take a greater pride in keeping fit and realize the benefit of physictraining. This inclination is one that is worthy of encouragement. Ti
Zui' ish government, realizing this, is doing everything to foster th
desire for participation in outdoor sports.

A: ong the international sports on the calendar for the coming year-In addil ¦}.-. Olympic games.are the international yacht race, pciible w ¦¦ contests and field days in» which American colleges w
compete wil British co nternational golf, tennis and polo. TCarp tiér-Dempsey bout will be an internationa affair of no sniitatere '..

Expert Many Baseball ''Holdouts"
iias(!ia;l will face s me troubles early in the season. There is tinter al strife in the American league, and both oi the big leaj niacc: with the certainty that the player'- will demand substantial

crea- There will be more than the usual c-r^ f ..

son.* em m¡ y remain holdouts.
H rse ra . yed a most profitai le year in t; is vicinity. In iithe rush to the tracks found the ace mm dations all too inadequaRac:ng men aie preparing for a bigger year still in 192 I. On the wh«the game seems to have developed bettei following than It has a 1

yeai fficiais have shown a disposition to keep the sport clean.
'.!-:. cts for a great revi -al in professional boring are bi<r.i^pra lea! y a;-.¡red that the next Legislature will permit boxing agí1 York State. it is merely a matter of hov many rounds will

'¦¦ This will ig m i\ ni' tli important c niest to New York
mething decidedly unforseen should happen, ::::-- crazetOftindulgem in sp >rt£ and the di sir to see a« » its will contii:ii P iimbi rsof m in a re certain toThe fol o v. rs - :' pr «fessional s; ill r main enthusiastic only as i.s the ] -: orts '.th ch attract them are kept clean.Th« al pi ter will rnak« more money in 1920 thanhis in the year jusl passing, provid d lias the good sense to keepKhibil ean and keeps faith with his patrons.

Basketball Teams.
Strengthened, m
Hiü Swing Again

'. baske' al s< on o 1918- '19 was
«cept onally p-, sperous and success-
¦W, con.- dering the various ham
5¡¡f*r ".».eh the game was played
J"en "' sport as be usl ered n
'"

ng to pack theiröti Pri to returning home,
i loi f. rward to

¡Vt';,£' back e0 normal life again
evt':~; game wai played in

l"e vai ges, by amateur teams
onal fives and the con

-' big crowds.
Although the team«, of the intercol-

*** ! '.'.yet; a regular sch id-
t>f games, no trophy was awarded

. 'inner, Pennsylvania, because of
«e unusual conditions. By the time
'.he second term had arrived many of
.h« students had received their dis-
c"8*"k"c and had r. turned to their
«odies, bul it was felt that it w aid
« the better policy simply to stage
e coa-, -..-. ant| awar<j RO efnblem.
»artmouth did not participate In the

*P°!". at all last year. The other five
Warna d.d and finished in th« fol ow-
;^'oru..r: .> ,. Vale, Cornell, Prince¬
sa and Columbia. Mike Sweeney of
,*"". "ya» the leading Bcorer with a

¿""J ,of y:> Point-, leading Van Slyck,»Yale, bj 26 points.
, ih;< American Expeditionary Forces
¿»d many teams playing the t-ame.». sport was very popu'ar with the
w %¦*". A*" leading tea *

feu«. S°Iir>: »!'u St- Naxaire, which
ft?i !;r"' rin'1 Second, respectively,"Ml.c tournament held at Pa-is

fas professional leagu-s of Pennsyl-Ja«u* and New York susper.i-d activi-"«8 last year, but are running strong«*r»«an ever this season. The intecoile-
jfi¡fr» -«ague i» again in action.

Jose Cap*5blanca
Continues lo Show
Mastery al Chess

.toso P. Capablanea, of Havana, the
Pan-American champion, was e; ily the

r ig ;' ire in chess circles dur
ing 1919, ami hin Teat of winning the

I great Victory Touranmenl f th< Brit-
sh Ch« s Federal on at Hastings, with¬
out the ss of a rame, as in New York

|a year bef re, emphasized his invinci-
bilitj on the miniature battlefield of
sixty :oer squares.

Earlier n the year, Capablanea had
:d feated Boris Kostich, of Serbia, in a

I .set match at Havana by 5ames to none,
> it'' out all« w ¦¦ a single draw. In the
V «, ory T uranment, however, Kosttch
Irew ¦'. t apablanca and. like him
w, al through the tournament without a
defeat and was placed second. The
young Cuban also toured Great Pritain
.'. ,ih ; el succe: b, plaj in - up-
vard of a thousand games in simulta-

i exl iil ins, of which he ! -.". les;
than thirtj He also visited Par:-;
where hi Buccess was repeated.
The Western championship wa:

played for at Cincinnati and «vas woi
by Edwaid Lasker, of CJiicago.
\upc' ;k recaptured the state title a

the meeting of the Now York Stat«
i hess Association at Troy The chat:.
r.ioi hip of the Metropolitan Ches
League was again won by i1 c 1. I.. Rici
Progressive Club. With the Brooklyn
heas « lub -;"<-o: d ¡ lace.
The Boys' Hlgl £ch 1 of Brooklyn

was one aore succe sful in the annua
competition for th«> championship o
the Interhorough High Sch ol Clas
League. New York de.Vstcd Washing

I ton in a lelegr ph'c'. Wiatch en te
board beWen. t..o Mafrhattan ChesI Chess Club and the Capital City Ches
Club.
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*""" " "M ,I

Star Performers of Remarkable Seasons on Diamond and Gridiron

Baseball Holds
Its Position As
Leading Game

By W. J. Macbeth
The season of 1919 has gone down

in*o history a-» the greatest by far
ever experienced by baseball. This
broad statemenl is made w;th every
consideration for every branch of ihe
national pastime. And baseball the
national game without questi jn of a
doubt; one has but to turn to the 1919
records to establish the point.While professional baseball repre¬
sents only one branch of the game, it
has bee.me so firmly established in
public favor through the major and
minor leagues as to servi an excellent
criterion for America's great summer
game as a whole. To demonstrate the
exceptional, success of professionalbaseball this past season it is but nec-
essarj to re-mark that every one of the
sixteen clubs of the National and
American leagues showed fail int irest.
or bett r, on investment. These two
leagues were practically tied in the
matter of public patronage, and each
drew over the 3,0t)9,000 mark in paid
admissions.

Moguls Feared Losses
Major league operators were so

doubtful of the future of the game in
.he spring of 1919 that they decided to
horten hi tna leaf uc si hed ules

:':o:n 15-J to 140 gam -. i.\ throwing
fourteen gam s for each club they

ved a small sum in (he matter of
salaries, but did not seriously curtail

-. rhead expenses. The saving was
quite offset by increases in railwayfares and holt But in spite of the
shortened - hedule, though the scale
of admissi f¡ prices remained as for-
nei y, i... ¡nesa was be-ter than ever
before. This was due to a nur:.
can

..i vin with, the reaction of Ihe
late v. irid war left an enriched nation
simply mad for recreation and en er-
ta ¡nment Evt ry sport, pro
and amateur, experienc d the : ululat¬
ing effect of this reaction, but none
n re l han organ iz 1 ba ¡ebal Thi ill
which lega izod Sundaj h ebi in the

t' of New York was a wonderful
boon, for en the Sabbaths when an>ol Gr :.' er New "*!*.>.-k' reprcs« ita< iv<
w n h im ei her t he Po o Grounds or
Ebbi i Field was ii led o capí ci' y.But not the ie¡ st com ribi U y cause
to the rica: major league revival was
the une p >c'.ed bami !. tl¦¦¦
in the äpective fit Is. The race in
he .-. mi ri an Leagui wa s a th g if
beauty from the vt : ¦¦..¦ rt almo t to
lh< 8*1 day. The VVI Sox of Chi-

lid not cli the ti a until lesa
h: n a week L efore ti c ose of he

see -o. 'i hey led the I **> 1 pr: tically
way. On June Yank es,

ec se of exi ont p hing, I oak the
lead and ti;... Son dropped back r-\^-
mei tari y .nto third p .:. But ¡ess
than thirty days found * hicago ba ,;

he Lop of the heap and Kid Glea-
son's men maintained the advantage to
.ii end. Five clubs as late as raid-
season were all bunched within a few
games of one nnother-.New York,
Cleveland, Chicago, St. Louis and De¬
troit.

¡u baseball, ns in practically all or
ither major sports. ;h^ season of

1919- proved an cp of pri :es. Pat
Moran and his Cincinnati Ueds sprung

greatest --...;. ri bas all had
known in fiv« years by winning the
Na League i nnant and then tak¬
ing the highiy favored White So:: into
..aun in the series tor the champion¬
ship of the wor! '.

Moran New Miracle Man
Tí Pat M va;-., baseball's latest Mira-
e Ma i, belongs much of the credit

for the Nation ii League ., great year of
1919. When the curtain was rung up
on the can:, .i it looked like a virtual
aikover for McGrav.-' Giant to most

of tl ? crit cs. Cincinnati iiad expe¬
rienced the most provol tie )¦.« as
lui ng sprin-r training in Te:, und a
number of the stars of the ..... ¡vere
"ho d-< ¦¦ to the wry la m iment,
he ib was in wretched physical con-

[il u for 1 o¡ ning, whiie the Giants
,vc:-' away on their t s.

:.'. gri pitcni g staff, which
utei w s to humble the proud White
Sox so unexpectedly in the world's se
ries, proved a master for New York's
erstwli le crushing offense, The pen¬
nant w'ps settled right at the Polo
Grounds during a visit of the Reds in
Vugtist, when Cincinnati won four of
six games played.

Cincinnati clinched the lend in this
most important series and acquired th«
confidence necessary to thwart ever)suecectlir.g drive of McGfaw. The
Giant manager tried desperately to
rally his forces. He bolstered th"
pitch'ng staff by securing Atfthur Neh
and Phil Douglas. But the strain on
the other veteran pitchers had told,
and then in the crisis seVerai oí his

Holy Cross Retains
Laurels as Leader
Of Eastern Colleges

College baseball was resumed on a

post-war basis in 1919. By the time
the opening games had arrived most
of the students had been discharged
from s« rvice and had retum<HÍ to
their studies. The result was a

splendid playing season. The Holy
Cr sn College nine, coached by Jesse
Burkel which had won the cham-
pionship last year, was declared to
be the host c;.liege team in the East
again.
The Worcester collegians lost but

one g:«.mc in twenty-three contests;
thi3 to Fordham, in ten innings.
Fordham i.tter was beaten by teams
which Holy Cross had defeated.
Among tl-e other teams which

showed good records at the close of
(he reason were Brown, Fordham,
Cornell, Yale, Harvard, Navy and
Princeton. Holy Cross, which the
previous year had sent Ryan, a

pitcher, to the Giants, this year sent
S;.:'.' and Bowen, two fine young
outfielder«!, to the New York club,
*>hile (iil!, a pitcher, was signed by
Washington. Other stars were Fitz-
patrick, of Boston College, a pitcher;
Coxe, of Yale, a pitcher; Sawyer, of
Yale, second baseman: Felton, of
Harvard, pitcher, and Trimble, of
Prince! in. catcher.

Baseball «as really the firit of the
college sports to be resumed on a

pre-war basis. Much good material
still remains in all the colleges for
next sei«s«>n and the outlock for 1U20
is the brightest ever.

veteran infielders brn':e down.Chr>?e,
Doyle und Fletcher being out at one
time.

Great Financial Boon
Aside fi im the - irprii * occasioned

by :; result, whi :h devele ;. ,1 a lot
of use talk doubtless unfounded),

rld's series of 1919 was a tre-
n d. us success. The series was

lengthens! to an issue of best five in
nine gamos.a fact which proved a

great financial boon, both to the pro¬
moters, 'lit participating clubs and the
teams to finish second and third in
cart of 1 he m je r leagues.
For the first time in its long1 and

honorable history, this most success¬
ful campaign of 1919 developed real
tn ub e in the usually placid American
!.. ag le. The story is known to every
fan and needs no repetition here. Suf¬
fice, it to say that the litigation which

with the injunction proceedings
to set aside Ban Johnson's suspension

:' Carl Mays has scarcely started as

yet. A court figl t is on which threat-
". * sha organised baseball to its

v« ry foundation'. This is the only
c.o .d on the horizon of the »port.

Despite its many surprises the sea¬
s' n 1919 was a comp ote vindication
of roa! class. Tyrus Raymond Cobb,
for the twelfth time in thirteen sea-
B -, won the batting championship of
the major leagues away off by himself.
Eddie Roush, of the world's champion
Cincinnati Rods, was the champion hit-
ter :' the National League. G rover

Cleve'.an 1 Alexander, of the Cubs,
roved the best pitcher in the National

League, while Walter Johnson, of the
Senators, vas easily the best in the

rican League in point of effec-
. ,-eness. "Babe" Ruth, of the Boston
Re Sox. established a record for
slugging that made him the greatest
individ al drawing card in the game
before the end of the season. Ruth,
desj ,' the shortened season, estab¬
lished a new record for hitting home
runs, lie delivered no less than twen-
ty-nine circuit drives. He should have
h i two more but for technicality of
i". Ie, as twice he hit fairly into grand-,
stands but with tho winning runs on
the la.,e;-3 at the time.

Mitchell Gets Captaincy
Fred C. Mitchell, Penn's veteran

cross-country rurr er, has been hon¬
ored by the" memo1,, i-s of the last sea¬
son hill and dale team with the cap¬
taincy of next year's runner»._

Upsets Aplenty in Football;
Only Four Colleges Unbeaten

Penn State,Illinois,Centre
and Oregon Hailed as

Sectional Title Holders;

By Ray McCarthy
Pei\n State in the East; Illinois in

the Middle West; Centre College in
the South, and the University of Oregon
in the Far West, stand out as the best
teams of the unusual and remarkable
1919 football season. Of these Centre'
College was the onlv eleven that did
not suffer defeat and is the only ag-
gregation that can claim the cham-
pionship of its section without fear
of dispute. Each of the others named
struck n snag during the season's

¡course; in fact, every colleire team in
the country except four was struck
down at least once during the grand
fall melee.

Harvard, Stevens Tech, Centre Col¬
lege and Notre Dame were the oniy
elevens which did not feel the sting of
defeat during the 1919 campaign. Har-i
vard, however, had a comparatively
light schedule, and in one of its fpw
hard games, that with Princeton, the
Crim-on was rather fortunate in get-
ting a tie. By a spirited, rally in the
last few minutes of play the Cambridge
students manaped to rush the ball over
for a touchdown and a 10-10 tie.
Early indications were given of what

was to be expected during this first
post-war football season when scon
after the teams got under way Boston
College rolled into New Haven one fine
October dav. and downed the Blue by
a 5 to 3 score. That same day Syracuse¡startled the football world by plaster-
ing the Pittsburgh Panthers, the
famous Glenn Warner machine, whichd
had gone along for four years bowling
them all over.

After that they came fast and fhick.
until the football experts were dizzy
and reeling from the rapidity of start-
ling upsets.
By the middle of the season these

upsets, coupled with several other con-
tributiug factors, had combined to
create unbounded enthusiasm for the
great collegiate game, and it was at
least no great upset to learn at thp end
of this topay-turvy whirling gridiron
season that it was one of the greatest,;
financially and otherwise, in the historyof the sport.
Of course, long before the start had

been made in the various schedules, it
was felt that 1919 would be a humdinger
of a football feast. But as in the
other post-war sports nobody was

ready for such an overwhelming suc-j
\ cesa as arrived so suddenly and with
such impetus.

Indirectly the great war was the!
cause of it all. The horrors and the
worry of the conflict over, the great,
American public turned with its dollars,
in hand to amusement and entertain-
ment. The people of the United States,
began celebrating the day of the armis-1

| tice, and they haven't atopped yet. This '

Attendance Records
For Football Games

Shattered This Fall
Never before in the history of

football did so many people witness
the various gridiron games as in
1919. The first post-war reason was
wonderful success, but particularly
did it eclipse all others in regard to
I he number of spectators that filed
through the turnstiles.
The year 1920 gives promise of

being even more sensational and
greater in the matter of brilliant
contests, of upsets and of large
crowds. The game has in the past
live years gained a stronghold on the
general public which it did not have
beiore. All of the teams are ar¬
ranging stronger schedules and many
of the stars of this vear's elevens
will again be on hand* for competí-
tion.

accounts largely for the financial sue¬
cos'-.
The great number of upsets and the

fine football that was displayed by the
teams were due to the forward pass and
to the return to college of numerous
former football stars and others who
played considerable football while in
service. Good players, '.vho had sein-i
ti Hated on their college elevens, became1
even mora proficient by playing on ser-|vice teams. And fellows who were not
so good learned many things playing
alongside of men who were once nomin¬
ated for the all-star team.

When the coaches called the candi-
dates together last September they
found not a nucleus of a few stars with
several possibilities, but a dozen or
more former stars, with a few dozen
possibilities, and as it developed, before
things had progressed very tar in many
cases the possibilities proved to be bet-
ter players than the former stars. In
geveral of the universities it was not
ui mmon to have four or five former
letter players sitting on the bench
while new men were performing on the
field.
The forward pass is a play which can
used to as good advantage by the

little fellow as by the heavy opponent.
It gives the little college a good chance
of winning again.st heavier teams which
:- did r,3t have beiore. And the little
fellows were not slow to take advan-
tage of it.
Of course, many of the large univer¬

sities, like Princeton, Penn State and
Penn., also made good use of the play.
But the forward pass and the return
from service of so many good football
prospects tended to equalize the college
teams of 1919. Naturally, under such
conditions there were bound to be up-
sets.
Concerning individuals the season

produced a greater number of star
backs than ever before. Good ends
were , plentiful also, and there were
seve*r'i good pairs of tackles, as well
as a nch of capable centers. Of good
guar^.,-¦ however, there was a very no¬ticeable lack this seaaca. .

Rowing Quickly
Is Restored on

Pre-War Basis
Despite the fact that the Intercolle¬

giate Regatta was not held on the Hud¬
son last June, rowing activities were

staged on practically a pro-war basis
throughout the country in 1919. The an-
nual National Amateur Regatta was
held as usual, beintr run o'r on Lake
Quinsigamond at Worcester, Mas3., on
August 1. There were numerous col¬

lege dual races. The Harvard-Yale
struggle took place at New London, the
Child« Cup race was held at Princeton
and the American Henley enjoyed a

wonderful success at Philadelphia.
One of the most notable victories of

the year in rowing events was that of
Alfred Felton. of Australia, over Ernest
Barry on the Thames, England, October
27. Barry had held the sculling title
since 1912, when he had defeated Rich¬
ard Arnst. Felt.on. in wresting the
honors from Barry, won by a marginof six lengths and helped to make the
year notably consistent in regard to
upsets in sports.
The Navy was considered by the ma¬

jority as the be^t of the college crews
in 1919. The Middies defeated both
Penn and Syracuse in the Amorican
Henley on May 31. Penn later won
the Childs Cup meet at Princeton and
afterwards Cornell downed the Red and
Blue in a dual race. Early in the sea-
son Yale trimmed the Tigers on the';Housatonie.
The Yaie-Harvard tussle, the first]post-war race, was resumed with all of

its former color and brilliancy. The
Blue won the dual classic in splendid
fashion, although the Crimson was the
favorite.

25,000 See Nationals
One of the largest crowds that ever

attended the National Regatta wit¬
nessed the races at Worcester. It was
estimated that more than 25,000 saw
the events from the bank* and other
vantage points. The Duiuth Boat Club
oarsmen, as has been their custom for
the past five years, carried off most of
the events, winning fivo of the twelve
championships.
Jack Kelly, of the Vesper Boat Club

of Philadelphia, carried away tl title
as national sculling champion, havingthings virtually his own way. The
Duiuth crew won the national sen >r
eights race and the Century Boat Club,
o1' St. Louis, captured first place in the
senior fourS. The national senior
doubles race was won by William
Faulkner and Cary, of the Riverside
Boat. Club of Cambridge.

Kelly, in addition to winning the
sculling championship established a
new amateur record for a quarter of
a mile. He covered the distance on
the Schuylkill River in 1:14 3-5.
There was considerable harangue anil

much speculation as to the holding of
the regatta on the Poughkcepsie, butthe year passed without the tourneybeing held. However, the regatta which
previously to the war was one of the
spectacles of the rowing season, will
be revived next Spring on an even moro
pretentious scale.
The stewards, have decided to makethe distance three miles instead of fourand it is expected that all of the col¬

leges that ever competed in the race
will again enter, as well as severalothers. It is quite likely that two or
more Western crews will be invited to
participate in the meet, including Le-
land Stanford and Washington Uni¬
versity from the Pacific Coast.

Nine-Tenths of Players
To Get New Contracts

CHICAGO, Dec. 27. New contracts
for the 1920 season must be proffered
approximately 90 per cent of the regu-
'ar players on major league baseball
clubs, expert followers of the gamesaid here to-day. That condition, withthe increased interest displayed in the
national pastime, they said, probablywill result in a number of players fol¬
lowing Babe Ruth, the Boston Ameri¬
can pitcher and outfielder, in demands
for increase salarie».
Retrenchments effected for the

period after the war, when the owners
expected to be confronted with les¬
sened interest in basebel!. led to many
one-year contracts being made. Long¬time contracts for a number of stars
terminated with the labt reason. S^ine
of the players are said to hold that
with the owners obtaining greater
patronage larger salaries can be paid. '

Women Golfers in Tie
PINEHURST, N. C, Dec. 27..A field

of mor. than thirty took part in the
clock golf contest Tor women at the
Pinehurat CoantrV Club to-day. The
tourney ended i«, p tie at 24 between
Mrs. Frank S. Daniorth, of North Fork,and Mrs« J. D. Hathaway, of MoatreaL.

Halcvon Days
Once More for

Horseracing
'4Sport of Kings*' More Pop¬

ular, Particularly in the
Metropolitan District

By W. J. Macbeth
The Amcric.n turf throughout the

year of 1919 enjoyed one of the
most successful seasons of its history.
Certainly nothing approached the pop¬
ularity of tho sport of kings as evi¬
denced on the metropolitan tra;k3
since the halcyon days of open bitting.
From the first bugle call at Jamaica
cariy in .May until "taps" were sounded
at Empire City late in October the
metropolitan pubiic, day by day. bore
testimony in court'..' -. enthusiastic
thousands to America's ingrown love of
horseflesh bred in the purple.
Nor is it astonishing that such was

the caso. Thoroughbred racing suf-
ferred less in the United States from
the effects of the great World War
than any other major sport. Even in
the «¡rear, drab season of 1918, when
baseball was so hard hit and champion¬
ship play was suspended in golf and
tennis ai ! the greal amati ir sports,
the running turf maintained its popu¬
larity and patronage.
Even those most prejudiced against

the game condoned i»s operation be¬
cause of the close association of spir¬
ited horseflesh to the needs of tha
war. The magnates of the turf did not
neglect to shoulder every patriotic re¬
sponsibility, both as to time and money,
and tho race-tracks showed the way in
the various war loans and war char¬
ities dr:-.- es.

Genera! conditions could not have
been better arranged in advance for
the promoter?. In a word, the United
States had the field all *o itself. Rac¬
ing in Canada was passé; it did not
recover sufficiently in Europe to attract
any of the American horsemen.

Stakes Are Increased
To the credit f the solons of the

turf it must be stated that due cogni¬
zance was taken of this pubiic interest
and in a manner that should go far to¬
ward stabil zing tl sport. Not only
were stakes inci .-'¦. in value, but also
the overnight events for the cheap
platers. Every or.<- of the metropoli-

:ourses and Saratoga as well.de¬
voted special attention to improvement
of tracks, buildings and appurtenants.

There were many outstanding fea-
tures n th : irf 1919. Per¬
haps th nsationa ft he many
was ':.:¦ wonderful consistency
by champion, . h great
two-year-old celt. Man o' War, of tha
Glen Riddle Farm. Not since the time
of the unbeaten Colin had any two-
year old shown anything approximating
the class of Man o' War when he
losed racing season with a prac¬

tical walkover from a wonderful field
in the rich and hi >ric Futurity. Man
o' War. always ridden by Johnny Lof-
tus. went to the post ten times during
the season and -.¡tiered but one defeat.

[ This was in the rich Sanford Memo-
rial at Saratoga and the fault was with
Loftus. C. II. Pett ngill acted as
.«..tarter that day because of the ness
of Mars Cassidy, and Man o' War was
left at the post in a heavy and frac¬
tious field. Three afferent times the
great coït was racing up to his com¬

pany, only to be carelessly allowed to
run into bad pocket-.. He -.«.as in close
quarters to the final eighth, but-get¬
ting through there he simply race,I
over his field and finished « godo sec¬
ond to Harry Payne Whitney's Upset.
Horsemen of r vdest judg¬

ment ar>- of the opinion that tl i
of Fair I'iay and Mel ubah, in vii w of
tnis excusai/,e defeat, ii as ¡rreat as
eve:*, the u beaten n Barring the
one race Man o' War was never fully
extei ded at any t ime.

Earning» More Than $83,000
Man o' War's net earnings for the

:.. g, it ranked second to the
this winning it ranked second to the
eirnings o Comri mder .T. K. L. Loss'-«
three-year-old c ill Sir Barton. Sir
Earton broke his maiden by winning
the rich Kentucky üerby. and within a
few weeks added the Preakness, the
Withers and the Belmont. Sam Hil-
dreth's Purchase took the measure of
Sit Barton in the Dwyer.
After the Dwyer Sir Barton was re-

tin until Sept« n 1er. In Maryland,
after one defeat, he started a new suc¬
cession of victories, culminating in
two fine wins in the Pimlico Berial
'.a,"--, which brought his total winnings
for the season to $88,250.

Sir Barton's wonderful season was
largely instrumental in placing th*
stable of Commander J. K. L. Ross at
the top of the il n earnings. Billy
Kelly, a three-year-old gelding that
shared with Eternal the two-year-old
honors of 1918, and which ran second
to Sir Barton, his stablemate, in both
the Kentucky Derby and the Preakness«
was ais,.« .i cons -' n1 winner foi Ros««.
Bu' he, like S.r Barton, wont wrong for
a while in the summer, though ha
closed out a successful engagement i»
Maryland in tl e fall.
The three-year-old championship, un¬

fortunately, was never satisfactorily de¬
termined, owing 'o the fact that Sam
Hi dreth's great Purchase went lame
just about the, time he was to have
met Sir Barton m Maryland to decido
the honor, li.. Ireth during the season
assembled a most formidable stable, of'
which Purcha .¦ and Ma i Hatter were
the leading three-year-olds. Purchase
defeated Sir Barton in the Dwver, it
ia true, but 'he Ross colt was not at
his best at the time. Purchase, on the
other ha i. w is I .«. itcd in
eleven starts. IT,- lost to Eternal in
the Brooklyn Handicap, and Sir Barton

isly had twice mads Eternal look
like a selling plater.

Knapp's Laps» Cost Race.
Willis Sharp«? Kilmer's trr^at mud

horse, Extermination, beat Purchase in
the Saratogi ip, it a mile and three-
quarters. The track was hock deep in
mud that day and Exterminator had
to race to a record to do the trick.
Even then Purchase might have given
weight and a 'rimming to his older
rival had Willie Knapp not lost his
whip at the head of the stretch.
Mad ¡la'ter was not sent to the races

until mid-September, but in a brief
campaign he proved a sensational colt
and an especially great one over a dis-
tance of ground. lio was beaten bySir Barton at Laurel, but, after win¬
ning tha $50,000 Latonia Championshipincidentally the richest prize of th«j
year.-ha returned to Laurel and ad¬
ministered a -sound thrashing to Com¬
mander Ross's great breadwinner.Mad Hatter, in the Pimlico AutumnHandicap, beat Sir Barton over a sloppytrack by eight lengths.
There wa- no re^l outstanding star¡of the older divisions. J. E. Widaner'aNaturalist, Sam Hildreth's U*cu!!!taand W. S. Kilmer's Exterminât >r wer«far and away the ben of the lot. O'these perhaps Naturalist and Lucullitohave the greater claim to glory. Lu-cull S te performed so brilliantly .^n the'ocal tracks that for a time he <f¡0 re-garded as the best horse in tl nineHe went to Maryland in the í"¿i.vi andwas guilty of four dismal performancr?*.


